THE REVOLUTION AND THE STRUGGLE WITH  LOUIS XIV     ^
religious motive had entered to a greater extent into Louis's
considerations, owing to the influence of Madame de Main-
tenon and the Jesuits, yet even his ecclesiastical policy was
largely dictated by secular interests. The Revocation of
the Edict of Nantes was not merely the attack of a Catholic
King upon a group of Protestants, but also the attempt of
the State to secure unity within its boundaries and to
complete the control of national affairs by the central
Government. Yet religious fervour was strong in the
seventeenth century, and it was both easy and useful for the
political opposition to join the religious resistance to France.
[Thus, in England, political hostility to France became
identified with religious opposition to Catholicism. Y
William had become the leader of the English opposition Great
V	°	r	Britain
to James and of the European opposition to Louis.  England's joins the
power was therefore thrown on to the side of the League of
Augsburg, for as Halifax said, " William had taken England
on  his  way  to  France/'1   His  accession  constituted  a
revolution in English foreign, as well as in English domestic,
policy, and was an event as important in Europe as in
England.   James's imitation of France was replaced by the
alliance of William with the Empire (May, 1689), pledged
not merely to check France but even to secure the Habsburg
claim upon the throne of Spain.   Whereas, during the seven- The Revo-
teenth   century,   dynastic   connections   between   England 1*688 is a
and France had enabled the latter to dominate English of
foreign policy, after 1688 there ensued a series of wars with
France, fought, first for the security of the Protestant
Succession in Great Britain and for the Balance of Power in
Europe, later for commercial and colonial supremacy, and
finally for existence against Napoleon.   Of the 126 years
This quarrel was embittered by a feud between tlie Pope and the
Jesuits caused by;
(a) Their opposition to his reform of moral theology, 1679.
(0) Their support of Louis's assertion of Gallican Liberties.
 (c)	Their large share of the responsibility for the persecution
of the Huguenots and the Revocation.
 (d)	Their continued warfare against the Jansenists upon whom
the tolerant Pope was inclined to look with favour.
1 Camb* Mod. Hist.t voL v>, p. 249.

